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to come to the defense of another in the event of an attack, involve substantial commitments and have
traditionally been entered as treaties, ratified with the advice and consent of the Senate. Other agreements
dealing with more technical matters, such as military basing rights or the application of a host country s laws
to U.S. forces stationed within, are entered more routinely and usually take a form other than treaty (i.e., as an
executive agreement or a nonlegal political commitment). Occasionally, the substance and form of a proposed
security agreement may become a source of dispute between Congress and the executive branch. In November
2007, the Bush Administration announced its intention to negotiate a long-term security agreement with Iraq
that would have committed the United States to provide security assurances to Irag, and contemplated a long-
term presence by U.S. forces in Iraqg. This announcement became a source of congressional interest, in part
because of statements by Administration officials .
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