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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1862. Excerpt: . . . many cross words were never spoken in one clay in the vale, as the day after the
burning of Halsteds mill. What do you look at me for You had better look to yourself, was the common
sentiment at the forge, in the field, and on the alehouse bench. As for the children, they were so perplexed with
instructions what they were to say, that it was only to be hoped no one would ask them any questions. It was
not to be supposed that Mrs. Skipper could stay quietly at home while strangers were passing up and down the
street about whom her journeyman could give her no information, and while reports were travelling round of
one neighbour and another being compromised. She burst in at Kays, just after he was gone to his work, when
his wife was preparing to put away breakfast, and Mary was beating out the corn which she had gleaned the
evening before, and which was destined to the mill this day. | have not brought you a hot roll this morning, Mrs.
Kay; no, nor so much as a crust. | cannot afford any more of that at present; and so you will not look for it from
me. . What do you speak in that way to me for | dont know what you mean, said Mrs. Kay, with an angry,
puzzled stare. Nor | what you would be at, Im sure, replied Mrs. Skipper. One would...
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