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Understanding on Rules and Procedures Governing the
Settlement of Disputes (DSU) provides a means for WTO
Members to resolve disputes arising under WTO agreements.
WTO Members must first attempt to settle their dispute through
consultations, but if these fail the Member initiating the dispute
may request that a panel examine and report on its complaint.
The DSU provides for Appellate Body (AB) review of panel
reports, panels to determine if a defending Member has
complied with an adverse WTO decision by the established
deadline in a case, and possible retaliation if the defending
Member has failed to do so. Automatic establishment of panels,
adoption of panel and appellate reports, and authorization of a
Member s request to retaliate, along with deadlines and
improved multilateral oversight of compliance, are aimed at
producing a more expeditious and effective system than had
existed under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT). To date, 423 complaints have been filed under the DSU,
approximately one-half resulting in panels. Nearly one-half of
the 423 complaints involve the United...
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